

MEETING NOTES
Sustainable Streets Demonstration Project
16 March 2011. 6.30pm. Pine St Creative Arts Centre Chippendale
Facilitator:
Gabbie Higgins, Straight Talk Communications
Consultant:
Michael Mobbs, Sustainability Coach
City staff:
Joel Johnson, Manager Parks, Trees & Aquatic Facilities



Andrew Grocott, Community Engagement Co-ordinator

Karen Sweeney, City Arborist



Elizabeth Rush, Manager Transport Planning



Katie Oxenham, Manager, Urban Ecology



Nik Midlam, Manager, Carbon Strategy



Bhakti Devi, Manager, Water Strategy
Sustainable Streets Project Brief
· Council resolution 6 December 2010 

· “A sustainable house in a sustainable street in a sustainable community”
· Build on existing sustainability initiatives 

· Look at whets working, whets not working 

· Recommend additional initiatives 

· Prepare a plan of improvements for implementation. 

· Use of the site as a demonstration project to other communities 

· Michael Mobbs role as a consultant is to advise on sustainability innovation and best practice 

· Council experts will be reviewing and shaping the plan based on community feedback

Link to Sustainable Sydney 2030 Strategy
· Basis for the City's planning and service delivery for the next 20 years 

· City's Vision -  Green, Global Connected 

· 10 Strategic Directions.  Those relevant to the project are: 

· A leading environmental performer 

· A City for walking and cycling 

· Sustainable development, renewal and design

Consultation process
· Community engagement and support for the project is a key objective 

· Consultation will comprise: 

· Project initiation meeting (tonight) 

· Series of four workshops 

· Gardening, composting, cooling the suburb 

· Water 

· Transport 

· Energy

· Feedback meeting to review and discuss improvement plan 

· Council/Environment & Heritage Committee meeting - approval to exhibit plan
· Public exhibition of Improvement Plan (28 days) 

· Council/Environment & Heritage Committee meeting - approval of plan

Key Points from Presentations
Michael Mobbs (Sustainability innovation and best practice)
· Urban heat island effect in Chippendale;

· Comparison of black road surface temperatures (50 degrees) to pale road surfaces (30 degrees)

· Costs of cooling the suburb – impacts of vehicle emissions

· Simple design changes and innovations can reduce greenhouse impacts of housing

· Streets fro people

· Proactive large trees can cool & feed cities
Elizabeth Rush (Transport)

· Liveable Green network – sustainable transport – cycling and pedestrian

· Transport hierarchy – walking, cycling, public transport, private car

· Car share – one car share vehicle takes 10 private cars off the street – looking to expand

· Public transport – advocating light rail and public transport improvements

Karen Sweeney (Greening Sydney)

· Developing and protecting the urban forest

· City currently has 16% canopy cover

· Trees provide social, economic and environmental benefits

· Looking at opportunities for in-road planting

· Aerial bundling of overhead cables (ABC) reduces powerline pruning by up to 80%

· Greening local streets – rain gardens, verges, traffic islands

· Community greening – gardens, planting days, Landcare

Katie Oxenham (Biodiversity)

· Urban Ecology Strategy – looking at ways to improve biodiversity in the City

· Strategy underway and due for completion in late 2011

· Habitat creation and enhancement – particularly for small birds
· Streets and backyards can play an important role in green corridors

Bhakti Devi (Water)

· Decentralised Water master Plan – local solutions for water re-use
· Water reduction strategies for parks, pools, properties, small business

· Stormwater management – rain gardens, permeable pavements, verges

Nik Midlam (Climate Change & Energy)

· City target – 70% reduction on 2006 levels

· 80% of emissions come from coal

· Decentralised energy - trigeneration -  360MW – 26% reduction across LGA
· Solar energy plan - $12m over 3-5 years on Council sites
Issues Posted on Butchers Paper at Meeting
Transport

· Definitely more bike paths and shared paths

· Encourage new residential and commercial buildings to accommodate for bicycle parking

· More motorbike parking

· The impact on private use car parking needs to be clarified – particularly car share spaces absorbing private space

· Pedestrian footbridge over City Road from Myrtle St to Vic Park

· Buses and trains that facilitate the (free) transporting of bikes

· Effective closure of both Blackfriars St and O’Conner St for traffic leaving Chippendale onto Abercrombie – one street should be exit and one entrance

· What about parking stickers for visitors given that council has implemented $86 fines for parking > 1 hour

· Parking needs to be monitored but residents and guests not financially penalized

· What is private space? Is this implying private cars have the right to public space – no, this is a resident space

· Free defensive/advanced driving classes for Sydney bike riders

· City Road is a barrier between Chippendale and Victoria Park. Please include discussion about a pedestrian crossing at City Road near Myrtle Street

· Continue work on bike networks

Waste

· Separated food waste collecting to go to farms

· Provide large communal waste bins in appropriate locations 

· Get rid of the ridiculous small bins currently used for household collection

· Rather than individual wheelie bins we could use bin stations that are communal – less bins, trucks, noise etc

· Rather than using people to turn compost, bring in chooks

Water

· Provide free water tanks for households

· Strata building water metering

· Water tanks for apartment blocks

· Recycling of stormwater

· Council should subsidise rainwater tanks for residents homes

· Stormwater harvesting is a great idea

Energy

· Photoluminescent materials and reflectors used for street lighting (where only low level light is required) = zero energy use

· Solar panels for apartment blocks – strategies for stratas

· Low energy lighting projects for strata buildings (i.e. in garages etc)

· Subsidise solar panels

· How to make the idea of a green city interesting for people who normally aren’t interested in the environment? How to make it a cool and important thing for the youth as well?

· The sustainable discotheque uses movement energy to create power – transfer to larger city level?

Gardening and Composting

· Narrow paths – pergolas with grapes  and/or passionfruit

· Enthusiastically conceived garden beds are pedestrian hazard – public liability?

· Suitable design of street gardens – bit more order

· Find alternative (native) large tree to Plane trees – seed pods and seeds (floating in air) are hazardous to pedestrians and bicycle riders and cause breathing problems

· Can we get a list of approved plants for the area? Does this mean existing non-approved plants are removed?

· How can I produce amazing crops of lettuces, vegies etc in containers?

· I want to learn how to have a happy healthy worm farm on my balcony

· Drays for possum habitats and bird nesting

· Shepherd St – new compost bin great idea but pedestrian hazard – public liability?

· Safety, accessibility, health

· Worms are cool
· What edible species can I grow on a hot balcony?

· A community garden in Victoria Park

· Please have wider access to the pavements – safety is paramount to the village

· What can be done to fasten the composting of gum trees?

· Have a list of plants for all areas – prioritise edible ones

· A guide for residents  regarding the variety of plants that can be planted and recommended for private residents

· Communal composting is a good idea if located appropriately

· Allow residents to plant on the nature strips

· Information and access to council endorsed vertical gardens for private residences

· How can people contribute to a greener city if they have no garden but only a balcony?

· Continue communal composting

· Are my edible plants absorbing heavy metals from nearby car pollution?

General Question and Answer session
· Is Fraser's site included in the study?  
· How will the tri-generation project affect us?
· Does the City get more information on Barangaroo than is released for public comment?
· Will the Cycleway plans improve access to the City from Chippendale?
· How long will the project run for?
· What changes will we see on the ground?
· Will there be more street gardens?
· Will there be more compost bins - we use them and they have been successful?
· How will the different requirements for cycling, gardens, etc be co-ordinated?
Upcoming workshops
· Gardening, composting and cooling the suburb – 23 March 2011
· Water – 5 April 2011

· Transport – 20 April 2011

· Energy – 27 April 2011

· All workshops at Pine Street Creative Arts Centre from 6.30 – 8pm.
