

MEETING NOTES
Sustainable Streets Demonstration Project
5 April 2011. 6.30pm. Pine St Creative Arts Centre Chippendale
Facilitator:

Gabbie Higgins, Straight Talk Communications
Consultant:

Michael Mobbs, Sustainability Coach
City staff:

Joel Johnson, Manager Parks, Trees & Aquatic Facilities




Andrew Grocott, Community Engagement Co-ordinator

Bhakti Devi, Manager Water Strategy



Russ Grayson, Community Gardens Co-ordinator
Guest speaker:  
Rod Kerr, Sydney Water
Key Points from Presentations
Michael Mobbs (Sustainability innovation and best practice)

· Three times more rain water falls on Chippendale and runs off to drains than is imported in Sydney Water mains;
· 43 times more water is used in providing food to Chippendale than is imported for residential and office use;
· Water content in a typical breakfast – 620 litres;
· Looking at water reduction and re-use in households and streets;
Bhakti Devi (Catchment and Water Initiatives)
· Sydney Harbour sub-catchment:

· 16.7 gigalitres rainfall per year;
· 25.9 gigalitres potable mains water per year;
· 13.8 gigalitres stormwater runoff;
· 14,7 gigalitres waste water;
· Water initiatives – use reduction, tanks, harvesting, rain gardens, water sensitive urban design (WSUD);
· Decentralised water master plan;
Rod Kerr (Sydney Water)

· Greening a problem – tree roots blocking assets (sewer pipes);
· Urban sprawl – increased loading and distances for sewer to travel are eroding assets;
· Hidden assets – overflows and leakages are a problem for underground assets;
· Acting locally – consider sewer locations when planting trees, harvest and reduce stormwater, report pollution, maintain private sewers;
Water in the streets workshop discussion
Focus question: What works?

· Peace Park stormwater harvesting

· Raingardens

· Tree cover > canopy.

Focus question: What are the issues to do with water in the Chippendale precinct?

· Sewage smell in Ivy Lane, Darlington > may be related to drains > near Medina

· Pollution going into the harbour

· Water storage tank in Peace Park > malfunctioning?

· Stormwater pollution

· Myrtle Street house – resident reports paint blistering on living room wall  > says due to subsurface drainage changed by modification to stormwater on verge > started around same time as modification

· House at top of Myrtle street > house moves with changes to soil moisture.

Focus question: What ideas do you have about water systems in the Chippendale precinct?

· Roof and vertical gardens > makes use of and slows runoff into stormwater

· Harvest drain water for verge gardens

· Build raingardens at top of local catchment > use filtered runoff for verge garden irrigation

· Test stormwater 

· Apartment dwellers > educate and advocate > get their ideas

· Install municipal solutions rather than household solutions > with apartment water harvesting and grey water

· Permeable pavers or larger rain gardens

Household water workshop discussion
Focus question: What works?

· Rainwater Tanks are a good initiative

· Efficiency measure during times of drought.

Focus question: What are the issues to do with water your home?

· Don’t know how to measure water saved

· Don’t know what is normal in terms of water usage

· Apartments are not metered and therefore less incentive to save 

· People renting do not pay for water use and therefore have little incentive to save water

· Landlords are not concerned due to admin costs in tenant billing and chasing

· Commercial water use is a lot higher then residential use

· Hard to change people’s habits

· The challenge of household based initiative and solutions over more precinct level solution directly competing with each other. i.e if people all have a rainwater tank on their homes what purpose is a larger precinct system given that precinct system maybe more efficient in terms of pumping etc. 

Focus question: What ideas do you have about water systems in your home? 

· List common check points 

· Recycling at household level – grey water reuse from washing machines etc

· Water from evaporation

· Separate usage and rate bills from Sydney Water

· Individual metering

· Education on water usage and things you can do to save water

· Business levy or different usage rates for commercial usage

· More signage available that people can use to remind them what to do

General Feedback:

· Terrific presentation and group ideas

· Letterbox drop to promote future workshops

· Didn’t know enough detail about water

· Learned more eg, stormwater harvesting

· Collaborative ideas
Upcoming workshops
· Transport – 20 April 2011 (Wednesday)
· Energy – 27 April 2011 (Wednesday)
All workshops at Pine Street Creative Arts Centre from 6.30 – 8pm.

