

MEETING NOTES
Sustainable Streets Demonstration Project
23 March 2011. 6.30pm. Pine St Creative Arts Centre Chippendale
Facilitator:
Gabbie Higgins, Straight Talk Communications
Consultant:
Michael Mobbs, Sustainability Coach
City staff:
Joel Johnson, Manager Parks, Trees & Aquatic Facilities



Andrew Grocott, Community Engagement Co-ordinator

Karen Sweeney, City Arborist



Helen Bradley, Project Co-ordinator - Waste


Russ Grayson, Community Gardens Co-ordinator
Key Points from Presentations
Michael Mobbs (Sustainability innovation and best practice)
· Urban heat island effect in Chippendale;

· Costs of cooling the suburb – impacts of vehicle emissions

· Simple design changes and innovations can reduce greenhouse impacts of housing

· Proactive large trees can cool & feed cities
Karen Sweeney (Greening Sydney)

· The City currently has 17% urban canopy – 83% no canopy.
· 60% of canopy cover is in streets or 35% land area, 32% of canopy in private property or 62% of land area.
· Many competing objectives for trees – shade, sun access, biodiversity, habitat, heritage

· Species selection – climate, soil, proven success, disease resistance, not messy, 

· Compatible with tough urban conditions – services, concrete/asphalt pavements, roads
Russ Grayson (Community Gardens)
· Resilient cities require food security
· Using community gardens helps  to create, build, share, collaborate

· Community gardens generate social capital and healthy communities

Helen Bradley (Composting)

· Waste is a valuable resource

· The City has a target of 66% recovery by 2014

· 70% of your waste can be recovered

· Community composting trial undertaken in Chippendale – there have been some positive and negative experiences – Peace Park bins temporarily removed and are planned to be replaced with an education and maintenance program.

Trees workshop discussions
What’s working well?

· Paperbarks are good; they cover the street

· Good selection of tree species

· Well protected (all trees)

· More trees – grown well over 30 years

· Property prices have increased; attraction to leafy areas

· Street closures create more opportunity

· Preserving older trees

· Rain gardens- Gymea lilies survive under cars!

· The diversity of species in Wilson Street

Issues

· Mixed views expressed about the palm in the roundabout – one opinion was that it was all trunk and no shade

· Too much asphalt- not enough planting

· Need to address allowing garbage bins 

· Need to address passengers alighting  from cars

· Leaves don’t degrade in the gutters

· Tree bases – materials – creation of uneven footpaths

· Room for big trees – trunks and footpath

· Weeds – Celtis in Glebe

· Trees and solar panels conflict

· Clean up and maintenance for fruit trees

· SULE (Safe Useful Life Expectancy) can be an issue if applied in isolation

Ideas

· Median planting in City Road and roundabouts

· Understorey plantings – different layers (canopy, mid, low)

· More Council help, advice and support regarding gardening

· Myrtle Street – one lane to allow planting

· Street closure – Pine Street and Cleveland-plant trees – RH turn at Rose Street traffic lights

· Street closure – Myrtle Street – close at City Road to cars and plant trees and install overhead pedestrian link to University Park

· More Lilly Pillies

· Broadway – trees and light rail

· Use more tree friendly footpath materials

· Species selection – considering plant communities and fauna
Waste workshop discussions
What’s working well?

· Communal composting 

· Well used

· Supports home worm farming

· Often acidic material 

· Open windrow composting

· Knowledge about various bin sizes

· Communal waste collection points in public place so option to not have own bin

· Mazes lane (off Broadway) bin in lane at the front of Cleveland

· Education with institutions within LGA, schools, TAFEs, uni

· Waste drop off facility/reuse centre

· DA reuse of material in new development

Issues

· Concerns about odour – a bokashi

· Need for someone to get the mix right – residents and SMEs food organisation

· Shared responsibility/ownership

· Anti social impacts

· Needs to be self sustaining, with residents sharing skills and knowledge

Ideas

· Design and build new communal composting systems

· Tumblers e.g. start in tumbler for two weeks then into a standard bin with holding bay to finish

· Trial other options – easy at home on household level and larger scale

· Waste reuse drop off – collect (like Bower)

· Council provide mulch and chip

· Street sweeping of leaves for compost

· Local mulching of garden organics

· May be more ownership/responsibility if local bin was in verge

· Education with information accessible to all

· New signage at Peace Park

· Google maps and comments 

· SMS. link email

· Local newsletter regarding bins

· Website/facebook – all update where bins are at

· Workshops

· Incentives – reduced rates for reduced waste

· Local key contact – responsible person- community member and Council

· Michael Mobbs – food for the future

· Attendance/support/educators hanging out to help

· Bank or individual bins dotted in verge

PS from Helen - For waste service related matters including missed services, changing bin size, ordering a garden organics bin, replacement of stolen bins, repair of damaged bins, booking bulky household collections, reporting illegal dumps please call customer service on 9265 9333.

For waste education enquiries please contact hbradley@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au
Gardens workshop discussions
What’s working well?

· People use herbs

· Do-it-yourself verge garden on Pine Street

· Espalier

· Natives and exotics

· Aesthetics

· Community feel - verge gardens bring people together socially

· Impresses visitors

· Increased market value of houses

· Mynall, bats, etc

· Food

· Educational resource – verge plantings

· Trees – rain cover

· Plantings stop shopping trolley races

· Venue for apartment dwellers – verge 

· Food security/resilience/local food

· Verges complements community composting

· Absorbs stormwater

· Street plants are cooling

· Healthy activity

· Fresh air

· Decrease in noise

Issues

· Energy at pruning

· Parking – trees cause damage

· Wet weather – people get wet passing plants

· Dogs urinating on the garden

· Lane gardens – issue of dumping and theft

· Compost – flies

· Compost – end use

· Lack of education – use of space

· Haphazard verge garden

· No point of contact for the verge gardens

· Education on how to use verge produce

Ideas

· More gardens in Pine Street

· Raised verge gardens

· Planting arch over street

· Vertical gardens

· Soils need testing

· Education linking growing and cooking

· How can people become involved

· Improve signage regarding the verge plantings

· How do we water the verge gardens?

· Roof gardens for apartments
Upcoming workshops
· Water – 5 April 2011 (Tuesday)
· Transport – 20 April 2011 (Wednesday)
· Energy – 27 April 2011 (Wednesday)
All workshops at Pine Street Creative Arts Centre from 6.30 – 8pm.

