

MEETING NOTES
Sustainable Streets Demonstration Project
27 April 2011. 6.30pm. Pine St Creative Arts Centre Chippendale
Facilitator:

Gabbie Higgins, Straight Talk Communications
Consultant:

Michael Mobbs, Sustainability Coach
City staff:

Joel Johnson, Manager Parks, Trees & Aquatic Facilities




Andrew Grocott, Community Engagement Co-ordinator

Mark Matthews, Sustainability Programs Officer
Russ Grayson, Community Gardens Co-ordinator
Key Points from Presentations
Michael Mobbs (Sustainability innovation and best practice)

· More free sun energy in Chippendale than imported from coal fired power stations.
· If 30% of the 883 households in Chippendale became sustainable and installed solar panels they would generate savings of $450 per household per year for all households in the study area.
Mark Matthews, Sustainability Programs Officer
· The City of Sydney has an energy saving target of a 70% reduction on its 2005 energy use levels – Sustainable Sydney 2030 Strategy.
· 80% of emissions come from coal fired power stations.

· The City plans to achieve its energy reduction targets through the provision of trigeneration power.
· What you can do locally – participate in Smart Business, Live Green and Green Apartment programs, utilise government rebates for renewable enrgies.
· What is the City doing? – LED lighting, urban heat island measurement, encouraging active transport (walking, cycling), installing renewable energy options, investigating advanced waste treatment technologies.
Energy - workshop discussion
	HOUSEHOLD ENERGY: What could work better?

	Lack of knowledge about rate of electricity use
	· Don’t know how much we are using or our real-time energy load.
· Accounts don’t show relevant information.
· Don’t know if we are making a difference.
· Why is rating more expensive?

	Cost comparison
	· Cost comparison between buying energy efficient versus older less-efficient lights.

	Rebates
	· Cannot always get all rebates.

	Personal behaviours
	· Not everyone will do everything.


	HOUSEHOLD ENERGY: What works well and what are some good ideas?

	What’s working well - energy efficiency initiatives 
	· Energy efficient lights.
· Energy efficient appliances – ratings help.
· Home insulation.
· Rebates: solar panels, solar hot water, appliances

· Switching off lights and appliance stand-by lights.
· Price of electricity

· Water saving-energy efficient.

	Good ideas 
	· Develop a prioritised list of what we can do > show measurement – put online

· Website showing what is happening and savings being made in energy consumption > progress is encouraging

· Buy local food to reduce energy embodied in food due to farming, processing, transportation

· Report on clean air, carbon emissions

· Prioritise what people must do to obtain rebates

· Energy audit (government rebates)

· Solar panel bulk buy > give to people

· Keep annual bills to assess size of solar panels.


	MUNICIPAL ENERGY: What could work better?

	Street trees
	· Eucalypts limit productivity of street verge gardens; leaf fall does not decompose as mulch

	Street lighting needs improving
	· Shepherd Street and Pine Street to Shepherd

· Light blocked

· Person feels intimidated by deep shadows due to inadequate lighting > by people on footpaths and possibility of tripping on footpath irregularities > avoids walking in some places at night

	Energy saving in buildings
	· Buildings leave light on all night > excessive energy consumption

	Bus stop
	· Decaux bus stops > energy use (do they use solar energy?) > ads on bus stop disrupt ambience of heritage streetscape.


	MUNICIPAL: What works well and what are some good ideas?

	What’s working well?
	· Earth Hour  - delivers good message

	
	· CoS trigeneration  - a good idea

	Good ideas  
	· Food > embodied energy due to production, processing, transportation 

· Source food produced within Sydney region

· Local sources include Sydney Food Connect (subscriber collection point at Michael Mobbs house); Chippendale Fresh Food Co-op; Carriageworks farmers’ market

· Assess possibilities for local production > rooftop gardens

· Link people with land available for use with people wanting land for growing > Landshare Australia website.

	
	· Rooftop gardens 

· Council introduce ‘green rates’ that offer rebates/reduction on rates when a rooftop garden is constructed as a ‘food roof’.

	
	· Council invest in energy production 

· Purchase decentralised energy from households

· Establish ‘energy internet’ (local energy network) to distribute energy in area.

	
	· Energy windows 

· Replace windows with glass with photovoltaic chips embedded (as per glass awning at Kogarah Town Centre).


	SESSION FEEDBACK

	Liked
	Likes less

	· Access to council officers -increases confidence

· Nice food

· All expressed what they wanted to

· Good job

· Things we’re passionate about
	· Ability to implement everything

· Frustrated about RTA influence on decision – request RTA participation in process

· More time for each group - not enough participation

· Needs incentives

· Didn’t do leaflet drop

· Maybe later session start – 7pm?.


Where to from here?

· City and consultant to write up report and include community input;

· Present draft report back to community – later this year;

· Community will be notified through email contact list and by letter box drop;

· Submit draft report to Council’s Environment and Heritage Committee for approval exhibit (public meeting with opportunity to speak to Councillors);

· Exhibit for community comment – 28 days; and,

· Back to Council’ Environment and Heritage Committee and Council for approval of final report.  (public meeting with opportunity to speak to Councillors).
